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Amateur Radio

From the top of the Hills to the rest of the world!




Minutes of the November 23, 2007 Club Meeting

The November meeting of the Northern Hills Amateur Radio Club was called to order by Vice President Chris Stallkamp at 1930 on November 23, 2007, at the Sturgis Fire Hall in Sturgis, SD.  Those present were: Chris WØADZ, Lloyd KAØADZ, Charles KCØUKC, Don KCØYYL, Dale WA1RJC, Bruce KØNLE, Jerry KGØGG, Carroll KØRXC, and Neal KCØZQD.
The minutes of the October meeting were read, corrected, and approved.  The Treasurer’s report was given.  After bills for the repair of the repeaters and the repeater insurance were paid, there was a balance of $622.26 in the account.
There was nothing new to report on the Public Service Event Schedule for 2008.


The club’s equipment inventory and insurance was discussed.  Jerry will try to obtain what he can.  Anyone going to the repeater site should record the type, model, and serial number of the equipment there for insurance purposes.

Plans are being finalized for an ARES meeting in February, at Hermosa.  Jerry is working on that.

Chris discussed the status of the State Link Net on Wednesdays.  Net Control Operators are needed, and at present there has not been any State Club to step forward to do the Net for the future.  Chris stated there are about twenty check-ins each time and it is important for the Net to be continued. 

Net Control Stations are still needed for the Tri-State Emergency Weather Net.  The Net was discussed, and it was felt there would be more check-ins if it was done at an earlier time in the evening.
The UHF Northern Hills repeater has been fixed, and will be reinstalled soon.

The APRS node on Terry is working, but is getting noise.  Plans are to deal with the noise.

There is no news on DARN until all the South Dakota clubs have submitted their names for Directors.  Jerry is working with Harry WAØMFZ on developing an emergency call out list, and when more information is available, Jerry will report on it.

A change in the membership dues and By-laws was discussed.   It is proposed to increase the dues from $10 to $20 per year, and will be voted on it at the next meeting in December.  The increase is necessary to meet the expenses on the repeaters, and for insurance.  The membership dues will be for the term of October 1, to September 1, of the following year.  The treasurer will record and report on when the dues of the members were paid.  Notice will be sent to all members when their dues expire.
It was discussed that the NHARC club could be involved in collecting dues for the ARRL membership.  No action was taken.  http://www.arrl.org/FandES/field/club/forms/club-commission-program.html.
Jerry reported that there was a request for some radio amateurs be involved with a Community Education course promoting amateur radio.  They would not be teaching, but offering insight to the value of amateur radio to the public.
Jerry also reported that Bob KBØNRB, still needs assistance for the Red Cross tower installation.

Dale reported that he has eliminated the noise on the 76 repeater by removing the tone on the output.  He explained the repeater and link setup, and its operation.

Jerry reported that we need to post an updated copy of the license on each of the repeaters.  Anyone going to any of the sites should contact him.

Dues were received from new members Charles KCØUXC and Sarah KCØZKD.

The meeting was adjourned at 2029.

Next meeting will be at the Sturgis Fire Hall.

Lloyd KAØADZ gave a very informative demonstration on the tuning of the cavities with a spectrum analyzer. These cavities will be placed at Terry Peak on the APRS node.

Bruce Conlee, KØNLE   Secretary
